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The wayward world of
“Workshop”

KELLY SHAW
Senior News Editor

After a long but successful three
year process, the first Phi Beta
Kappa chapter was installed at
Xavier last Sunday. Shortly after,
14 students were initiated into the
chapter.
Founded in 1776, Phi Beta
Kappa (PBK) is the nation’s oldest
academic honor society and has
more than 500,000 members with
276 chapters nationwide.
PBK are the Greek initials for
the motto “Philosophia Biou Kubernetes,” translated to be “Love of
learning is the guide of life.”
Phi Beta Kappa members hope
to stand for freedom of inquiry
and expression, disciplinary rigor,
breadth of intellectual perspective,
the cultivation of skills of deliberation, ethical reflection, the pursuit
of wisdom and the application of
the fruits of scholarship and research in practical life.
Professor of English Norman
Finkelstein is president of the
Xavier chapter and Mike Goldweber, associate professor of mathematics and computer science, is
the secretary.
“PBK is the single most prestigious academic honors society in
the United States,” said Finkelstein.
“Only a relatively small number
of universities shelter a chapter
— some schools have tried for

Dr. Norman Finkelstein will serve
as the president of Xavier’s new Phi
Beta Kappa chapter
years to get one on their campus,
because the requirements are so
stringent. XU went through a threeyear process (run by retired biology
professor Stan Hedeen), including
a site visit, an examination of academic programs and more. Xavier
was accepted after the first round,
which says a great deal about the
quality of academics here.”
50 students were invited to
Xavier’s chapter of PBK based on
their GPA.
See HONORS, page 2
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Scott Brickner struggles to prove to Bill Gorman that there is a perfect formula for love in “Cupid,” one of
the eight student written, produced, directed and performed plays in the Xavier Players’ Workshop.
tion dates and of course the dates
“We ask them to discuss cosERIC DUNCAN
Staff Writer
for “Workshop” itself.
tumes, sets, lighting and everything,
Xavier University grants its
After that, not a whole lot is because “Workshop” is so inforstudents something that even most done until the scripts start com- mal that we don’t have a lighting
Hollywood directors can only ing in. The scripts are submitted designer or costuming and prop
dream of: complete creative con- anonymously to ensure that there is mistresses, so the director really is
trol.
no bias in the selection process.
everything,” said Sauline.
Xavier’s “Workshop” is a colAfter the due date, the Xavier
As simple as this may seem, the
lection of eight student-directed, Players’ board reads through all the interview can still be quite intimiproduced, written and performed scripts and decides which eight will dating. “It was scary, but just a little
plays. Originally a senior show- be produced. This year, the board bit,” said Campbell. “I went in and
case, it is now open to all Xavier read 36 scripts, compared to the 16 I sat down with April. She was very
students in an effort to get more they read the year before.
calm and collected, although I don’t
students involved in the theater
Once the scripts are selected, it’s think I was. I jumped out of my
department.
time to pick directors. The scripts chair a couple of times and began
“Workshop” isn’t exactly known are made available in the Xavier shaking my hands as I described
for performing life-changing, philo- Players’ office, where potential my vision.”
sophical pieces. The writers know directors can read through them
Once the directors are chosen, the
their audience. “As I told the actors, at their leisure. A week after the audition process begins. Auditions
we are, with this material, shame- scripts are selected, April Sauline, for all eight shows are held at the
lessly pandering to our college the student producer of “Work- same time, although each director
demographic as far as comedy shop,” and any other Xavier Player has his or her own audition. Each
goes,” said Daniel Campbell, a board member who wishes to be director is given a room around the
sophomore director. “But it’s not involved, interview the potential
low comedy either. I don’t think candidates.
See WORKSHOP, page 10
we’re doing anything inappropriate,
we’re just having fun. The material
is reminiscent of a Monty Python
sketch.”
What: Eight short plays, written, directed, produced and
Rehearsals go from mid-March
performed by students
until late April, but the process
When: Thursday, April 26 to Sunday, April 29 at 7:30 p.m.
begins the previous summer. It is
Who:
Run by the Xavier Players, the cast and crew consists
then that members of the Xavier
of 72 students, the largest group ever
Players’ board decide upon the key
How much: tickets cost $3
dates for “Workshop,” including
dates for script submissions, audi-

The Xavier Players present: “Workshop”

The Week of the
World: Xavier
thinks globally
JOHN LAFOLLETTE
Sports Editor

While many Americans never
give a second thought to the places
and working conditions that produce their everyday necessities,
students at Xavier will be forced,
at least for a week, to become
more conscientious to the origins
of their coffee, their clothes and
their food.
Students Against Sweatshops,
an anti-globalization activist group
on campus, is sponsoring a series of
activities and events this week that
are designed to increase campus
dialogue on the issue of globalization and to promote a broader sense
of community.
Globalization Week, as the
events are collectively known, includes displays on the greenspace
and in the Gallagher Student Center
as well as other events.
Starting last Monday, a display
in Gallagher encouraged the Xavier
community to mark the countries of
origin of their clothing on a large
map of the world. The map will
remain posted all week.
A mock clothesline is also set up
on the academic mall, displaying
clothes bearing quotes and facts
about globalization.
Last Tuesday night, an informational meeting for the Workers
Rights Consortium was held to
gather support for the establishment of a chapter of the labor rights
monitoring organization at Xavier.
A movie on outsourcing will
be shown at 8 p.m. on Wednesday,
April 25 in the Clocktower Lounge
of Gallagher. Fair trade refreshments will be served. At 7 p.m.
the following night a sweatshopfree fashion show will be put on to
present responsible alternatives to
many popular clothing lines.
“This week’s purpose is to
raise awareness of globalization
as an issue that affects us all,” said
sophomore Justin Cancelliere, an
event coordinator. “We are all interconnected as human beings, and
even just one person coming away
from this week with new thoughts,
ideas and desires for good would
be a success.”
Aside from Globalization Week,
Xavier attempts to combat globalization in other areas as well,
through the Peace and Justice Programs and certain theology courses.
Also, Xavier’s coffee shop, Victory
Perk, exclusively sells fair trade
coffee.

Inside the ’Wire…
• Our Editor-in-Chief Emeritus writes up Xavier’s RA’s: Op/Ed, page 6
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Farmer speaks at Xavier
Lecture raises awareness of HIV/AIDS

KATIE ROSENBAUM

School Supplies
Drive
There will be a school supplies drive sponsored by the BSA
Community Service Committee
through Wednesday, May 2.
All types of school supplies are
accepted, and the goods will be
donated to Burton Elementary
School. Donated goods can be
placed in donation boxes located
in the Office of Multicultural
Affairs, SGA Office and at the
GSC Welcome Desk. For more
information contact Christina at
elliscn@xavier.edu or Asia at
howellam@xavier.edu.

Praise and
Worship Concert
There will be a praise and
worship concert entitled “Road
Trip ― You Can’t MapQuest the
Road to Emmaus” at 7:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, April 25 in the
Cintas Center. The event is free
and open to the public, and is
sponsored by Bellarmine Chapel,
Charis Ministries, ParishVision
LLC, and Theology/Marketing
308. For more information, please
visit http://www.cintascenter.
com/home.cfm.

Board of Elections
Applications
Applications for the 20072008 Board of Elections are
now available in the SGA Office and are due by 5 p.m. on
Friday, April 27. The Board
of Elections will facilitate two
Senate elections and one executive election. Please contact SGA President Maggie
Meyer at meyerma1@xavier.
edu or x4249 with any questions.

PREP Workers
Needed
The Office Of Admissions
and Office of Student Success
and Rentention are looking for
10-15 students to work at PREP
this summer. Responsibilities
will include helping transport
students to different locations,
mingling with students, parents
and more. The dates that are
available are May 26, June 1,
June 9, June 15 and June 23.
If you are interested, email
Derek Brinkly at brinkleydd@
xavier.edu. Please include the
dates of PREP that you would
like to work and your shirt size.

Ryan’s Pub Darts
Tournament
Ryan’s Pub is hosting its first
ever darts tournament at 9
p.m. on Sunday, April 29. For
more information call x4372
or sign up with the Ryan’s Pub
bartenders.

THE XAVIER NEWSWIRE

portant, PIH does not forget those
already affected by HIV. They
build treatment centers to help
those already affected by the virus,
and most importantly, begin HIV
Equity Initative which stresses that

public health is for the public good.
They attempt to change public health
Campus News Editor
systems and infrastructures in these
Paul Farmer, M.D., PhD., a
countries to make healthcare more
specialist in infectious diseases and
effective.
founder of Partners in Health, spoke
One of most powerful ways that
to students, faculty and community
PIH tries to help those afmembers about the HIV/
fected by HIV is by creating
AIDS crisis on Monday
community health worker proevening, April 23, 2007 as
grams. These workers called
part of the Ethics/Religion
accopagnatures visit the sick.
and Society lecture series.
This personal touch can help
Farmer also led an inimprove their health.
formal discussion with stuFarmer was the last speaker
dents, faculty and staff on
in
the
Ethics/Religion and Sothe 23rd and was a member
ciety
lecture
series which has
of the panel addressing
attempted
to
“encourage the
HIV and AIDS on Sunday,
PHOTO COURTESY OF PEOPLEANDPLANET.ORG
ethical
and
religious
analysis
April 22.
One of Farmer’s Visual Examples was the picture of
of
socially
signifi
cant
issues”
Farmer ’s lecture ad- Joseph, who with medicine and care went from 78
at
Xavier.
dressed the community p o u n d s to become a healthy man who travels
Farmer brought an ethical
based treatment of HIV in around speaking about HIV/AIDS
perspective
to the HIV crisis by
countries throughout the
world. Specifically, Farmer
has worked in Haiti, Rwanda and
Lesotho to try to both prevent HIV
and help those already infected with
the virus.
For over a quarter century, Farmer has worked with those infected
with HIV in rural Haiti. Haiti was
one of his greatest teachers and
caused him to devote his life to caring for and researching HIV. He is
one of the founders of Partners in
Health, which is an organization that
provides health care for the poor.
According to PIH.org, PIH’s mission is both medical and moral. “It is
based on solidarity, rather than charity alone.” PIH workers are committed to the cause and do “whatever
it takes. Just as we would do if a
member of our own family—or we
ourselves—were ill.”
Farmer emphasized that HIV
is not the only problem plaguing
countries in Africa and other less-developed countries. There are social
problems, low employment rates
and high deforestation rates. In order
to break what Farmer called the “vicious social cycle,” the citizens of
Haiti, Rwanda and other countries
plagued by HIV need jobs. When
the social situation improves, HIV
prevention can be more effective.
Although HIV prevention is im-

challenging the Xavier community
to expand service. As Farmer said,
“There are lots of tools available
that we are not able to give to the
people.”
Thus, if people volunteer to
help in these countries, more of
these tools will be available to the
citizens of Haiti, Rwanda and other
underdeveloped countries.
Dr. Sarah Melcher, co-director
along with Dr. Edward Cueva of
the E/RS committee commented
that they were “especially pleased
with his comments during the
informal discussion on April 23.
He encouraged students to pursue
a future consistent with the things
they loved the most. He seemed
able to engage all members of the
Xavier community, but connected
especially well with students.”

Police Notes
Police Note
of the Week

April 17, 1:31p.m.—A student
reported the theft of their All
Card from the Gallagher Student
Center.

April 20, 2:16 p.m.—Campus Police
and Residence life conducted a
room search in Kuhlman Hall. They
found a small amount of marijuana,
contraband and alcohol. The students
April 17, 7:37p.m.—Campus are facing disciplinary action through
Police and the Cincinnati Fire Residence Life.
Department responded to a fire
alarm in the Cintas Center. The
alarm was set off in the kitchen April 22, 8:27 p.m.—A student
area where excessive smoke reported the theft of a front license
had accumulated due to a vent plate from their vehicle in the
was not properly turned on. The Commons lot.
smoke was cleared.
April 20, 2:30 a.m.—Campus April 23, 12:03 a.m.—A student
Police and Norwood Police cited reported receiving multiple harassing
two students for urinating on the phone calls on their cell phone. The
sidewalk in Lot A.

April 20, 2:40 a.m.—Campus
Police and Cincinnati Police
responded to a possible burglary
in progress in the 1400 block
of Dana Ave. When officers
arrived, they discovered that the
front door had been forced open,
but the suspect had already left.
Witnesses say that the suspect
was driving a dark-colored, four
door Toyota Camry. Campus
Police are urging all students lot
report any suspicious activity
immediately.

EARN MONEY AND PREPARE FOR YOUR FUTURE.

◄New PBK
chapter at
Xavier
Continued from page 1
Those who responded to the invitation had to submit a letter of recommendation as well as a statement of
their accomplishments. From those
who applied, 14 were admitted on
Sunday night.
Those students inducted included
12 seniors and two juniors: Laura
Elizabeth Arthur, Rachel Susan Bensman, Rachel E. Bohlen, Lindsey N.
Clark, Sarah Dawson, Daniel Joseph
Flynn, Kathleen Willard Gorman,
Dana Michele Hunter, Lindsay Jackson, Kelly Marian Jamieson, John Michael Kelly, Matthew Robert Risley,
Anneliese Heidi Spaeth and Edward
Louis Stockhausen.
“This is really a big deal, and XU
students should know more about it,”
said Finkelstein.

matter is still under investigation.

Our part time works for you.

BRANCH CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE
Imagine building a strong resume with solid professional experience before you
graduate. At National City, we provide the opportunity to learn and grow and can
start you on your path to professional success. Take advantage of our encouraging
and educational work environment. And with our many convenient branch locations,
you won’t have far to travel. Discover how our part time works for you.

Let’s get to work.
Visit NationalCity.com/Careers today.

NationalCity.com | ©2007, National City Corporation®
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Person of the Week: Rob Heglin

BRIEFS

By Farrell Kukucka

48-hour Prayer
Event

Name: Rob Heglin
Year: Junior
From: Cincinnati
Major: Marketing and Entrepreneurial Studies

Xavier is praying for 48 straight
hours from 12:00 a.m. on Saturday,
April 28 to 11 p.m. Sunday, April
29 in the Clocktower Lounge. This
program is in association with
Campus Ohio’s 40 Days of Prayer.
To sign up or for more information,
please contact marksd@xavier.edu
or call (502) 641-2307.

What are you involved with on campus?
Delta Sigma Pi, Marketing Club, Entrepreneurship Club, American Marketing Association,
Office of Admission, Xpress Laundry Service, Student Alumni Association
Who are some politicians you have met?
Jordan Snow, Steve Chabot, Bill Cunningham, Ted Strickland, Ken Blackwell

Discover
Philippines X

As a member of XU’s College Republicans, do you have any political aspirations?
Oh definitely. We’ll see how it plays out though.
Who do you like in the next Presidential election?
I’m leaning towards McCain, though age is a big issue. He seems more middle-ground, which
is what we need as a country.
You give tours on campus; do you have any interesting stories from the tours you’ve
given?
There’s a lot of stuff that happens to me when I give tours. I won’t name names, but freshman
year when I lived in Brockman, some guys came out in just towels and said hi to the tour. There was also this other time freshman
year when this friend of mine who lived on my hall, had this piano and would alter his voice with it, and he would make these
sexual jokes with his altered voice. A little in appropriate but I thought it was funny.
What are you doing this summer?
I’m going to be working in admissions and possibly doing some marketing work for a friend’s dad’s company. I’m also going to
be studying abroad in the Netherlands.

Xavier Rummage
Sale

What are your aspirations for the future?
I definitely want to try and own my own company or own P&G.
What were you like as a child, did you get into any kind of trouble?
I was crazy as a kid. There was this time in the first grade, in the second week of school when I got in trouble for attempting to
flush all the toilets at the school.
What was your favorite Halloween costume?
My favorite costume was Pee Wee Herman. This was before the scandal so I was in first or second grade. It was a good time.
What is an embarrassing moment in your life?
In second grade, I passed out during the pledge of allegiance. I think I passed out because I was nervous and it was really hot. But
yeah, that was definitely an embarrassing moment for me.

Disability Awareness Day

Trying to improve disability access on campus
COLLEEN BOTT
Contributing Writer

Xavier students participated in
events meant to raise awareness
about accessibility issues on campus
during Disability Awareness Day,
Wednesday, April 18.
This day was a part of Student
Government Association’s Diversity Week, April 16 to 20. The event,
titled “Walk a Day in My Shoes,”
encouraged students to spend the
day navigating the campus with
mobile or visual impairments. Participants were given a packet about
disability rights and issues.
A discussion about disability
rights was held in the Clocktower
Lounge of the Gallagher Student
Center that night to encourage education about disability issues.
Both events were sponsored by
SNAC (Student Network for an
Accessible Community), a new
student-led organization that exists
“to promote the access and inclusion of students with disabilities,
so that they might fully enrich the
quality of the learning environment,” according to president,
junior Amanda Stahl. Co-sponsors
of the events included the Xavier
University Student Occupational
Therapy Association (XUSOTA),
the Learning Assistance Center and

Project SEARCH.
get around our campus. The push
Senior Adam Roker, a member of to get the ramp into DDH and my
SNAC, helped
develop the
information
packets given
to students
participating
in the event.
“I believe
that Xavier
University
needs to be
aware of how
inaccessible
the campus
is. While the
campus may
meet regulations, it is not
easy to maPHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.DAILYCAL.ORG
neuver. For
Xavier
Students
were
made
aware of how difficult it is
instance, there
to
get
around
campus
for
a
disabled
person on Disability
are no ramps to
Awareness
Day.
Dorothy Day
House or Campus ministry, where many club class really opened my eyes to
have their weekly meetings,” Roker want to do something to help and
said.
educate,” she said.
Sophomore Chris Calme was
Junior Meghan McNamara was
inspired to participate and spend a participant who spent the day
the day in a wheelchair.
with her dominant arm in a sling
“I chose to participate because designed to restrict her arm moveI had some prior sense of how dif- ment. This made it difficult for her
ficult it is for disabled persons to reach high objects and even to take

Discover Philippines is celebrating its 10th year on Xavier’s campus at 5 p.m. on Saturday, April 28
on the greenspace. This milestone
event is free to all and will feature a
Filipino buffet, fashion show, singing, dancing, martial arts exhibit
and much more. This year’s theme
is “Espiritu: Their Past, My Present,
Our Future.” For more information
please feel free to contact us at
xufaces@yahoo.com or visit www.
myspace.com/discoverphilippines

notes in class.
“I learned that even if campus
does comply with the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) it is
still difficult to get around. There
are very few entrances to buildings on campus that I normally
have multiple entrances to. I had
to leave for class 10 minutes
earlier just to make sure I would
be able to catch an elevator or
get through a building in order to
make it to class on time,” McNamera said.
“I hope the administration and
others involved in the new developments on campus take a closer
look at how to make campus more
accessible. It is something that
will help everyone in the long run
by allowing all students to contribute in any way that they like to our
community,” Calme said.
For information about services
for students with disabilities, contact Ann Dinan at dinan@xavier.
edu. For information about services
for employees with disabilities,
contact Kathy Riga at riga@xavier.
edu. For information about Xavier
University’s Strategic Plan for
Diversity, contact Cheryl Nuñez at
nunezc@xavier.edu. For information about SNAC, contact Amanda
Stahl at stahla@xavier.edu.

The SGA Executive Board, SOV
and SOL are hosting a rummage sale
from 2 to 5 p.m. on Friday, April 27
and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday,
April 28. All proceeds from this
event will benefit the Nicaraguan
Scholarship Fund, which sends
underprivileged youths to college.
Donations of unwanted clothes and
furniture can be dropped off in the
Student Government Office or in
the collections boxes in the residence halls. For more information
call x3520.

Advancing Leaders
Series
The Advancing Leaders Series
is having its last presentation of
the year at 2:30 p.m. on Friday,
April 27. The student leader panel
will be discussing the variety of
lessons learned while serving as a
student leader. For more information contact busamla@xavier.edu
or x4879.

Insurance Fraud
101
Come and take the mystery out
of insurance at the Insurance Fraud
101 Lunch-and-Learn Event at 12
p.m. on Friday, April 27 in Flynn
Hall. This program will be hosted
by Phil Van Houten, from the Special Investigative Unit at Cincinnati
Insurance Company. The event will
have tips on how to present a claim,
how insurance carriers investigate
claims and what an insurance claim
really costs. Lunch will be provided
by Cincinnati Insurance. To RSVP,
please contact townsley@xavier.
edu, by Wednesday, April 25.
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750 GRADUATING STUDENTS ATTENDED THIS YEAR’S

COMMENCEMENT COUNTDOWN!
SPONSORED BY XAVIER UNIVERSITY NATIONAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
in collaboration with the SENIOR YEAR EXPERIENCE COMMITTEE

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS OF OUR
RAFFLE PRIZES:
National Alumni Association
Apple Gift Card
iPodshuffle
Cash

$300.00
$ 79.00
$ 50.00

Mike Hammersmith
Jasper Tolarba
Ryan Wolf

$200.00
$100.00

Nicholas Nguyen
Jennifer Hoge

Jostens, Inc.
Gift Card
Gift Card

Office of the Registrar
Duplicate Diploma

$30.00

Academic Transcript $
$
$
$
$

5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00

Sarah Passe
Jenelle Barnett
Elizabeth Holland
Holly Jackson
Alex Doles
James Balint
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$150.00

Jill Westerheide
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“Who is your idol?”

Missing media
Judging from the news coverage of the last seven days, it seems
that the collective “big media”
outlets have no experience with 4
year-olds: excessive attention to a
terrible tot’s tantrums only encourages them. And yet, the executives
at the NBC Nightly News devoted
entire broadcasts to coverage of
the Virginia Tech shooter and his
crimes.
Last Wednesday, NBC received
a package containing what it cleverly dubbed later as the gunman’s
“multimedia manifesto.” After
alerting the FBI, NBC kept the
package a secret until shortly before its Nightly News broadcast.
Under the guise of searching
for answers in the killings—there
aren’t any—NBC, and later other
news outlets, played right into the
gunman’s hands.
His horrific, murderous, childish tantrum was rewarded with
days of news coverage, and a
legitimate discussion about how
a grown-up baby could possibly
buy a gun in this country was
dismissed.
NBC and the other television
networks were busy giving face
time to a desperate egomaniac, and
CNN was occupied with an angry
voicemail Alec Baldwin left for
his daughter.
Meanwhile, another 180 people
were blown up in Iraq on Wednesday and Thursday (six times the
Virginia Tech total), the Pentagon
abandoned its strategic cornerstone
of training Iraqi troops, a presidential candidate and supposed
champion of the poor received
a $400 haircut and the country’s
top law enforcer told a Senate
committee 50-some times that he
couldn’t remember the details of
one of the most important meetings of his tenure, despite the fact

that the meeting occurred just five
months ago.
Last week’s media coverage,
or lack thereof, unfortunately
highlighted two of the mainstream media’s loathsome faults:
a double-standard for human life
and an unwillingness to speak truth
to power.
The New York Times website
featured a giant grid of the Virginia
Tech victims last week, identifying
each as a real human being, not a
death statistic. Images of the tragically bereaved were broadcast on
television for days as the nation
appropriately mourned.
But what about the dead Iraqis?
Is it not more tragic when a man
as maniacal as the Virginia Tech
shooter drives his explosivepacked car into a Baghdad bus
stop more crowded than a Blacksburg classroom and blows up 140
people? Where are the dead Iraqis’
pictures on the Internet? Where are
their candlelight vigils?
In a country, and at a university that talks so much about the
sanctity of human life, it seems
hypocritical to effectively ignore
so many human lives that have
been lost in our name. The public’s
media coverage is reflective of
their values, as well as the emphasis placed on human lives.
Likewise, it is up to the media
to report the truth as they have
understood it, and not merely serve
as a mouthpiece for the powers
that be.
The media are unwilling, or,
more bluntly, afraid, to speak
truth to power. Honest, principled
members of the media must resist
the temptation to take the bait; they
must yield the celebrity that comes
with a hot, exclusive story for their
own integrity and the integrity of
people to whom they report.
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Kenny Malone
Class of ‘07
“Idolatry is a sin.”

Morgan Mill
Class of ‘10
“The guy who
created ‘Boondocks.’+”

Ashley Norris
Class of ‘07
“Floyd Deaton,
my vollyball
coach.”

“Carl Rahner.”

Mark Merriman
Class of ‘09

Kate Holley
Class of ‘08

“Luciano Parvaroti.”

“Sir Menzies
(Ming) Campbell.”

Lauren Staley
Class of ‘08
“Cathy Williams,
female buffalo
soldier.”

Sam Thomeczek
Class of ‘09

Ashleigh Sanders
Class of ‘09
“Your mom!”

Wondering out loud
ANDREW CHESTNUT
Editorial Columnist

I have a few questions on my
mind while pondering how Alberto Gonzales made it through law
school with that memory...
Was there anything better than
the Burger King commercials
where the King would creep up
behind people and give them food?
Those were to commercials what
Hitchcock was to movies.
Shouldn’t we change the phrase
“Best thing since sliced bread” to
“Best thing since YouTube?” I think
that site is personally responsible
for at least .2 GPA points I don’t
have.
Do you think one second ever
passes in which Diddy isn’t thinking about his appearance?
Is there anything that can make
you feel good about yourself faster
than “My Super Sweet 16” on
MTV?
Should somebody tell Carlos
Mencia that he isn’t funny? Should
somebody tell Santiago in the caf to
hurry up? Yes and yes.
Speaking of the caf, why isn’t
chicken tortilla soup available every
day? That would be like Chevrolet
saying, “So, we’re going to stop
making the Corvette, but we are going to play the ‘This Is Our Country’
commercial twice as much.”
You want to hear something
shocking? Thad Matta is 39.
How is the National Vocabulary
Championship on TV and not my
reality show idea “Beerfest: The
Series?” I mean, we have the Fox
Network for these things.
Can I just say this? I can’t wait
for the last Harry Potter book.
Did you know that when Kurt
Vonnegut died, the number of cool

people from Indianapolis dropped
to zero?
Why did everyone get so troubled by what Don Imus said about
Rutgers women’s basketball? Don’t
people understand that old people
saying mean, racist, sexist things is
just part of the aging process? It’s
as inevitable as setting the thermostat at 80 and spending afternoons
at Golden Corral.
Am I the only person who noticed the resemblance between Don
Imus and Skeletor?
Is anyone else concerned that we
live in the same city as the Bengals?
We are safe, right?
Could any more damage be done
to the name “Howard Stern?”
Wait a minute... men are charged
MORE than women for car insurance?
You want to know the last person I want taking a final for me?
Alberto Gonzales. He studied for
months for that Senate hearing and
still couldn’t remember anything.
Is there anything about which
Pat Robertson won’t give advice to
people? Seriously, from credit cards
to eating healthy, he knows exactly
what God wants you to do.
You want to know why terrorists
hate us? If you watched Fox News
or CNN within a week after Anna
Nicole died, you’d understand.
They were all over it. Too bad that
kind of effort and energy wasn’t
applied to New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina.
Which is creepier: “Salad Fingers” or the baby-face sun from the
Teletubbies?
By the way, someday, someone
will harmlessly ask if you want
to watch something called “Salad
Fingers.” When this day comes, be

sure to scream “No!” and run. Avoid
seeing it at all costs. Trust me.
Is it inevitable that in 10 years,
Jay Leno or whoever will go up to
dumb people in the streets and ask
“Who won the war in Iraq?” and the
person will say, “America! Wait,
were we even in that war?”
Is it bad that Peyton Manning is
getting to be a better actor than Ben
Affleck? Wait, Ben Affleck is still
alive, isn’t he?
Am I the only person who misses
Donovan McNabb’s mom from
the Chunky soup commercials? I
thought so. But seriously, the quality of those commercials after she
left dropped off like the lesbian
pop-duo Tatu did in about one week
from the face of the earth.
Am I the only person who is
wondering what happened to Tatu?
Probably.
And speaking of commercials,
could E-Surance commercials be
any worse? No. But I think it would
be awesome if this exchange happened in of the commercials:
E-Surance Guy: “So, do you, uh,
want to go to dinner sometime?”
E-Surance Girl: “Sure. And
you’ll be able to afford it with all
the money you would save with
E-Surance...”
Guy: “Yeah, okay. When are you
free this week?”
Girl: “With all time I saved by
using E-Surance, I should have
plenty...”
Guy: “Come on, do you ever
talk about anything besides E-Surance? I’m trying to ask you out on
a date here.”
Girl: “With E-Surance, you
can...”
Guy: “You know what, just
forget it.”
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Shaking RA-ness
BRIAN BOWSHER
Editor-in-Chief Emeritus

Once an RA, always an RA.
Like an actor perpetually cast as
a villain, few students can shake the
label of “Resident Assistant.” It’s
a stigma that can stick with them
long after their time on duty, as
classmates can continue to associate former RAs with the position
they once held.
And while not all students would
select a young Dennis Hopper or
Anthony Hopkins to play the role
of their RA, there is a significant
number of students who view their
RA as the villain in their life: someone who is elitist, lacks much of a
life and, sometimes, is just plain
out to get you.
As a student who has ventured
into RA-ness and back, I have
seen the good and the bad of the
RA world from the inside and out.
There are always those RAs who
spend several hours a day decorating their wing, planning fun programs and pacing up and down the
hall looking for nothing more than a
conversation with a shy resident.
But there are also a handful of
RAs who have few non-RA friends,
take pleasure in writing kids up, or
use the responsibility and power
that comes with the position to
boost their delicate self-image.
It’s this second group of RAs that
gives life to the stigma that affects
all RAs.
“It’s very easy to see how people’s visions [of the RA position]
could be skewed,” said junior Paul
Moeller, an RA in Brockman last
year. “People make a judgment of
the position before they know who
you are.”
Moeller said he enjoyed the opportunity to meet so many new people, but the stigma of being tagged
as an RA in all social settings was
one of the reasons he chose not to
return to the position.
One day last year he was walking back to Brockman when a
group of students spotted him and
whispered, “Oh, that’s an RA. Quiet
down,” as if he was eyeing them the
entire time, waiting for the chance
to write them up and slap them
with a fine.
The truth of the matter is: Most
RAs view confrontation as their
least favorite aspect of the job. I was
involved in five incident documentations and never felt comfortable.

Moeller said he “hated writing
people up, plain and simple.”
And yet the stigma remains,
mainly due to a small number of
RAs and the residents who proliferate anecdotes about their actions.
“I think all RAs have good intentions, but some certainly come off
more aggressively than others,” said
senior Tony Spagnolo, currently in
his third year as an RA. “It is an
extremely difficult job, especially
the confrontational aspect.”
Spagnolo said that a lot of students become friends with their
RAs, but an RA’s authority can
sometimes give students an initial
negative perception of the position.
“In my experience, there have been
very, very few residents who have
been unwilling to get to know me,”
he said.
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The actions of a few RAs cause
people to label the entire group as
anti-fun and elitist.
Senior Nick Madine briefly
considered applying to be an RA
after his freshman year, but said
the inability to attend off-campus
parties and the potential strains on
his social life kept him from pursuing the job.
“The RA position has negative
connotations,” he said. “I didn’t
want people judging me.”
The biggest issue Madine had
with RAs wasn’t that he perceived
them to have an aggressive zeal
to write people up, but rather that
many RAs did not invite students to
hang out with them socially.

Madine said he thought a lot of
RAs were often “acting elite and
only doing things with each other
exclusively.”
Spagnolo said that it is only
natural for fellow RAs to establish
friendships and to want to spend
time together apart from being on
the job, but that does not mean RAs
leave old friendships behind.
“The idea that they only hang
out with each other, which is a
notion that I know exists, simply
isn’t true,” he said. “I think I’d go
crazy without friends outside the
position.”
While I agree with Spagnolo to
an extent, I personally have seen
a large group of RAs who seem
to isolate themselves from other
students and choose to spend the
vast majority of their social time
together.
When a group of RAs are typically seen hanging out together,
whether it’s sitting at the café, playing RSA bingo or going to sporting
events, the lack of a non-RA among
them makes it easy to view them as
a clique.
While there’s nothing inherently
wrong with this act of social isolation, it does help create the negative
perception of elitism that many
students hold against RAs, and it
explains how students like Madine
would be hesitant to apply for fear
of being judged.
Not all RAs are created equal,
obviously, as most RAs maintain a
healthy equilibrium of time spent
with friends and staff members.
Furthermore, virtually everyone
puts a great amount of effort into
their job and genuinely cares about
their residents’ well-being.
“Being an RA is a difficult task
because we have to live two separate lives,” said junior Anish Kapil,
an RA in Brockman. “The key is
balance; having fun outside of our
job to keep us energized while still
being a role model.”
It’s just that a small group can
lose their balance and give others
a bad rap.
Although no comparisons should
be drawn between RAs and Dr.
Hannibal Lector, the actions of
a small set of RAs can typecast
everyone like the cannibal has for
Hopkins.
Brian Bowsher was an RA in
Husman Hall during the 2005-2006
academic year.
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Republican retaliation
In the April 18 edition of The
Newswire, an article was published
in the editorial section entitled
“The global warming hoax?” This
article attacked the Xavier University College Republicans for airing
a controversial film called, “The
Great Global Warming Swindle”
on April 12. We are writing this letter in response to the attacks made
towards our club, and to explain the
purpose of showing this film.
First off, the article claimed the
club was trying to “(mis)inform
students about “the Truth Behind
Global Warming.”” That is far
from the case. The club’s purpose
for screening this film was to allow
the Xavier students to see the other
side of the global warming issue.
We have all seen in the press
over the last several months and
years a more one-sided approach
to global warming. We believe
there are always two sides to each
issue, and that citizens need to be
informed of both sides before making rational decisions.
We do not dispute the idea that
global warming exists, but we do
dispute, however, the causes of
global warming. This video gives
scientific evidence to explain how
global warming is occurring due to
increased levels of solar activity,
and that these are directly linked
to warmer temperatures.
We might point out to readers
that from 800-1300 A.D., known
as the Medieval Warm Period, the

average global temperature was one
degree Celsius warmer than temperatures are today. This time period
also saw a peak in solar activity.
Secondly, we would like to ask
the writer of last week’s article a
question: You attacked our position with a “certain knowledge,”
but did you happen to show up and
actually watch the film? Is such an
attack warranted if you cannot even
provide us the courtesy to hear our
viewpoint?
We have all heard and read the
views of the people who believe
global warming is man-made. It is
fed to us by the mainstream media
everyday. Liberal Congressmen use
the bully pulpit to beat the same line
into us over and over again: Man,
not Mother Nature, is the cause of
global warming.
Your article continued the tradition of the current global warming
movement which is to vehemently
reject, defame and destroy all those
that attempt discussion which counters your views.
Part of Xavier’s mission statement reads, “Xavier is an educational community dedicated to the
pursuit of knowledge, to the orderly
discussion of issues confronting
society…” The article printed last
week certainly did not fit within the
idea of an “orderly discussion,” and
we, as a club, are appalled by the
Newswire for allowing the article
to be printed.
The Xavier University College
Republicans have been leaders in
this discussion on campus and we
look forward to future debates,
should you be interested.
—The Xavier University
College Republicans
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Monk-eying around
I have to admit I’m somewhat
puzzled by Xavier’s fascination
with the sand mandalas of the visiting Buddhist monks. I wonder
where Western Civilization would
be had the Catholic monks of the
Middle Ages indulged in such exercises, rather than devoting themselves to copying manuscripts.

And wouldn’t it be exceptionally
novel if the Jesuits actually paid
such close and admiring attention
to Catholic tradition, rather than
scouring the world in search of
obscurity?
—John Ingram
Class of ‘07
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Tennis tandem tops
team totem pole
Two Musketeer women’s golfers
were honored Tuesday, April 24
as they were selected to Colonial
Athletic Association All-Conference teams. Senior Kara Manis was
chosen to the All-CAA First Team
after leading Xavier in scoring
average this season. Her scoring
average of 77.41 and her round of
one-under par, 70, were the lowest
on the team this year. Freshman
Mary Beth McKenna was named to
the All-CAA Second Team. McKenna finished the season with the
team’s second-best scoring average
of 78.52.

Nine note-worthy
times are no longer
School records were dropping
like Verizon phone calls this past
weekend as the Xavier men’s and
women’s track teams attended two
meets. The first, the Eastern Kentucky Invite, was held in Richmond,
Kentucky on Friday, April 20.
Sophomore Becky Clark improved
her own school-record time in the
800 meters to 2:17.23. Sophomore
Luke Beuerlein took ownership
of the Xavier 1500-meter record,
eclipsing the former record by
almost three seconds, notching a
time of 4:02.44. Lastly, junior Cody
Ackerman also surpassed his own
mark to set a new school record in
the discus. The Musketeers then
traveled home to Cincinnati for the
All-Ohio Outdoor Championships
last Saturday and Sunday. Sophomore Clinton Womack took 10th
place in the 800-meters and secured
a school-record time of 1:54.00.
Freshman Danielle Meiners topped
her former record in the 3,000meter steeplechase, improving it
to 11:30.11. The women’s track
squad shined in the 10,000-meter
run, placing three runners in the
top eight. Senior Kelly Sraj, one of
the three, surpassed junior Amanda
Brown’s former school record by
12 seconds, finishing at 38:14.
Next weekend, the Musketeer track
teams will travel to Indianapolis for
the Stan Lyons Invitational.

Notable net-missers
notch top honors
Finishing the season with a 1510 record, the Xavier men’s tennis
team was honored as four Musketeers were named to Atlantic 10
All-Conference teams. Senior Jeremy Miller and sophomores Ra’ees
Ismail and Doug Matthews all
earned spots on the All-Atlantic 10
First Team. Not to be overlooked,
freshman J.T. Torbeck was named
to the All-Atlantic 10 Second Team.
Ismail and Miller were also honored
through mention on the conference
All-Academic team. All four of
these tennis standouts helped the
Musketeers make their first Atlantic
10 Championship Match appearance since joining the league before
the 1995-96 season.
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Baseball team has Owl-fully decent
weekend in the Illadelph
PAUL MOELLER
Assoc. Sports Editor

The Xavier baseball team returned to Cincinnati after a weekend visit to “The City of Brotherly
Love”: Philadelphia.
The Musketeers took two of
three games against the Temple
Owls, improving their Atlantic 10
record to 12-3.
After clipping the Owls’ wings
on Friday and Saturday, it was the
loss on Sunday that sent Xavier
from first to third in the Atlantic
10 standings.
Senior Adam Lipski led the
Musketeers to an 11-4 victory on
Friday, batting 4-4 and scoring
four runs.
Freshman Pat Coffey had a
breakout game, scoring a run and
recording his first two-hit game of
the season.
Senior right-handed pitcher Bill
Konecny picked up his third win,
allowing three earned runs on eight
Temple hits.
On Saturday, sophomore Charlie Leesman surrendered only five

Temple hits in his first six innings.
Leesman’s five strikeouts helped
him claim his fourth win of the season, more than any Xavier pitcher
thus far.
Senior Mark Janszen provided
1.1 innings of relief before freshman Zac Richard closed the door
and collected his fifth save.
For the second day in a row, the
Musketeers were led offensively by
Adam Lipski, who went 2-4 with a
homerun and an RBI.
Junior Robbie Kelley also continued his offensive hot streak,
recording his 17th and 18th RBIs of
the season. Xavier won 6-3.
In the final contest at Temple’s
Skip Wilson Field, the Musketeers
stranded 10 runners and could not
capitalize on three Temple errors,
losing the series finale by a score
of 8-7.
After tying the game at 6-6 in the
top of the sixth inning, the Musketeers looked poised to take control
of the game.
Temple came out strong in the
bottom of the inning though, adding
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Sophomore Charlie Leesman and senior Matt Lipski played well for X.
two runs of their own.
Xavier’s final glimmer of hope
came in the top of the ninth, as
they put their first two batsmen
on base.
Swinging the bats well, freshman Drew Schmidt, sophomore
Neil Lindgren and seniors Jordan
Wolf and Adam Lipski each re-

corded two hits.
Both Xavier and Temple belted
out 12 hits, but in the end Temple
was able to hang on, removing the
Musketeers from their spot atop the
Atlantic 10.
The Musketeers now sit just two
games below .500 for the year with
a record of 19-21.

The Spectator by John LaFollette
Weekly commentary on the world of sports
JOHN LAFOLLETTE
Sports Editor

Last week, soon-to-be top-ten
draft-pick Amobi Okoye solidified
his place as the heir apparent to
Brett Favre’s current reign as the
Spectator’s favorite pro football
player.
On Thursday, he joined Calvin
Johnson and Gaines Adams in admitting to NFL Combine officials
via video interview that he had
smoked marijuana at some point
in the past.
While it is hardly surprising to
a college football insider like the
Spectator that eventually an ex-student athlete would admit to having
smoked pot in college, it apparently
caught the obliviously straight media off guard. Certain talking heads
went so far as to say they were
“shocked” that “in this day and age
routine drug tests could… miss that
sort of information.”
The most clear-thinking commentators, though somewhat surprised at the revelation, hardly
thought it was a big deal.
Acknowledging that most college students are prone to experimentation with drugs, the Spectator
doesn’t think future athletes should
be held to a higher standard, especially when those are only 15 years
old, as Okoye was at the time of his
inhalation.
Although it was never in serious
question, Okoye’s maturity was
only underscored by his forthright
honesty in this matter.
Indeed, Okoye’s story as a
college athlete is one of the most
amazing in recent memory. He
hails from Lagos, Nigeria where
he lived with his parents until he
was 12.
He could read at the age of 2
and tested out of the sixth grade
(by contrast, the Spectator’s unpaid
intern Jason had to repeat the sixth
grade).
When his family moved to the

United States he tested into high
school at age 12.
Having graduated from high
school and reached the ripe old
age of 15, Okoye enrolled at the
University of Louisville as a fast
defensive tackle and a prodigious
scholar.
He graduated in three and a half
years, despite switching his major,
and is now poised to become the
youngest NFL player in league
history. The Spectator can’t help
himself from comparing Okoye to
Maurice Clarett, the reckless-driving, vodka-swigging, pistol-packing, hatchet-wielding man-child
who argued that he was mature
enough to play in the pros.
Likewise, Okoye appears to be
still more mature than NFL veterans who have made reputations for
themselves for being inappropriately brash (Randy Moss, Keyshawn
Johnson and Terrell Owens spring
to mind).
Okoye is a 19-year-old college
graduate and Nigerian immigrant
who is fluent in Ibo and English
diction and idiom, and despite
questions about his readiness as
a teenaged pro football player, he
will emerge as the most mature
NFL player to enter the league in
recent history.
Okoye is bright, capable and
honest about what he did and did
not do in his free time. It is a better
reflection on Okoye’s character for
a crack-down institution like the
NFL to learn about his pot smoking from him and not from a law
enforcement officer or a mid-season
drug test.
Furthermore, Okoye is comfortable enough in his skin to declare
his foibles to people who want to
know.
Such a character trait is admirable in any human being, but
especially in those in role model
positions. The Spectator would
be proud if his 1-year-old nephew
followed Okoye’s lead.
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Amobi Okoye can flex his mental muscle as well as crush your team’s
quarterback with his arms.
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Cleats and Catch Phrase in Clemson: Club soccer does S.C.
MAGGIE FALLER
Staff Writer

460 miles in three 15-passenger
vans is hardly first-class. Seated
shoulder-to-shoulder with luggage
stealing the leg room, the Xavier
University Club Soccer teams
showed only anticipation for their
upcoming tournament.
From Friday, April 13 to Sunday
April 15, the men’s and women’s
club teams traveled together to
Clemson University to participate
in a weekend-long tournament
held each spring with teams from
all over the Eastern U.S. in attendance.
In the men’s bracket, the tournament was set up so that each team
participating was guaranteed three
games.
There were four groups of men’s
teams and each of the top two teams
in one group would play one of
the other top two teams in another
group in one of the four quarter
final matches.
The winners of the four quarter
final games would play on Sunday
in one of two semi-final matches.
The winner of the semi-finals

would compete in the final championship.
The women’s tournament was
set up differently due to fewer
teams. There was one group of
eight teams.
The top two teams would go
directly to the semi-final games
on Sunday, while the remaining
teams would compete on Saturday
evening for the remaining two spots
in the semis.
The men’s team is made up of
19 players selected from the original 40 on the team. The selections
proved to be a success.
“The guys played above their
talent level as a team. Overall, they
exceeded all of my expectations,
as well as those of their school and
the other teams,” said head coach
Scott Suter.
The first game for the men was
against Florida State University at 8
a.m. on Saturday. They chalked up
a win with a final score of 4-1.
The second game against Wake
Forest ended in a 1-1 draw, which
meant that if the team wanted to
represent Xavier in the quarter finals, they would have to beat their
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Junior Katelyn Purnell, sophomore Kelley Boldt and freshman Brigid
Cafferty battled the Yellow Jackets of Georgia Tech on Saturday.

opponent in the third game.
The weather took a rough turn,
and a solid downpour left the otherwise cement fields in a swamp-like
state.
The opponent was Towson
University. The soaking conditions
made playing a challenge as the
ball took awkward bounces, and
both teams struggled to keep their
footing.
The score remained 0-0 until
Xavier’s John Splain finished with
a miraculous diving header late in
the second half, giving the Muskies
the win, a preliminary record of 20-1,and a spot in a quarter-final to
be held at 9 p.m. that evening.
After 40 minutes of regulation
play and two 5-minute overtimes,
the score remained 0-0, sending the match into a penalty kick
shoot-out.
The Naval Academy was tough,
and, as team member Brian Faller
recalled, “Coach said we better be
ready to play because this team will
be a class act—fit and intense.”
Xavier came up short as the Naval
Academy buried their first three
attempts.
Xavier struggled as the first
kicker sent the ball sailing over the
crossbar, the second was denied by
Navy’s goalkeeper and the third
kicker shot the ball low toward
the left-hand corner only to have
it come right back to him off the
post.
The Xavier women struggled
on the pitch, finishing with a tournament record of 0-2-1. The first
game against Georgia Tech ended
in a 2-0 loss.
The second game looked brighter
as it was a 0-0 draw against Middle
Tennessee State University. With a
win in the third game, the women
could have landed a spot in one of
Saturday’s quarter finals, but a 2-0
loss against the University of Tennessee shattered the possibility.
Coaches Curtis Grace and Theresa Richardson tried to jumble the

‘Return to glory’?
The 2007-08 school year will
provide another opportunity for
Xavier football to “Return to
Glory,” as the Xavier club football
team begins a new season with an
expanded schedule and a new club
football conference affiliation.
The Musketeers will play in
nearly three times as many games
next season as a part of the newly
formed Midwestern Club Foot-

ball Conference. The rest of the
Conference includes Marquette,
Miami and Southern Illinois-Edwardsville.
Summer practices will begin on
August 20. For more information,
or to join the team, contact either
head coach Tom Powers at tepowersjr@yahoo.com or club president
and quarterback Jim Byrnes at
byrnesj1@xavier.edu.

X

2007-08 club football schedule
at Marquette

Saturday, September 15

Wilmington College (JV)

Sunday, September 28

at Miami

Saturday, September 29

TBA

Saturday, October 6

SIUE (Family Day game)

Saturday, October 20

Thomas More College (JV)

Monday, October 29

at Mt. St. Joseph’s (JV)

Thursday, November 8

Miami

Thursday, November 15
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The men’s club soccer team receives counsel from head coach Scott
Suter. The men ultimately finished 2-1-1 on the weekend.
line-up a bit each game to find a
winning combination, but victory
just did not seem to be in the cards
for the Xavier women.
“We did everything right, but
we couldn’t finish,” recalls Xavier
striker Molly Cajacob.
After some good and bad matches, the teams finally cleaned up after
200-plus minutes of soccer apiece,

and spent Saturday night together,
nursing injuries with pizza slices
in hand.
The club soccer teams awaited
the early morning trek back to
Xavier, sore, quiet and exhausted
from an exhilarating weekend.
- Maggie Faller is a member of
the women’s club soccer team -
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Diving the friendly skies
BRIANA HANSEN
Calendar City

I don’t want to die. Why, then,
would I want to jump out of an airplane flying at 13, 800 feet?
The answer, my friends, is
blowing in the wind at 135 mph to
be exact.
Skydiving is a wonderfully exhilarating, emotionally liberating
and surprisingly safe activity. Now
that I’ve done it, I truly believe
people with even the slightest interest should experience it at least
once in their lifetime.
My skydiving adventure took
place last Saturday. I was so nervous and apprehensive that I did
everything to cover my bases. I sent
out a chain email to avoid bad luck.
I sprinted through the Relay for Life
displays because their ironic name
added to my insecurities.
I convinced myself that the
friendly man who smiled and
waved at me while jogging past was
actually God taunting me, saying
in God’s own way, “Ha! You foolish girl, I’ll see you soon…Mwahaha!”
However, rather than my nervousness escalating as I got closer
to the jump, I actually found my
energy moving from scared to fired
up and ready.
I jumped with a new organization called Start Skydiving, who
operates in Lebanon, Ohio, a short
drive north of Cincinnati.
Moments after arriving, friendly
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Wonderful
Workshop

◄

...continued from front page

Sophomore Maggie Tracey takes the big leap with her instructor.
faces greeted us. Every person we ence it is also.
spoke with immediately welcomed
For those of you who think
us and exuded immense passion for you’d be too scared to jump once
the sport of skydiving. Any ques- you see the view from the open
tions we had about the jump, the door, worry not. You’re so high
equipment, the process, the people, up that your mind actually has no
the sport, the bathrooms…anything reference for just how high up you
we could think to ask was quickly are. It’s hard to be scared because
and thoroughly answered.
you feel like you’re looking at a
Most questions seemed to cen- map of Google Earth…and you’re
ter around safety. That’s because slowly zooming in.
the most common misconception
The people who work at Start
about tandem skydiving is that it’s Skydiving are some of the best
extremely dangerous and each time athletes in their sport. It’s like you
you jump you could be jumping to get to play basketball with Michael
your death.
Jordan, but he makes it look like
The truth of the matter is, at least you’re sinking every shot. Rather
at Start Skydiving, your partner will than treating your skydiving experilikely have tons of experience, but ence like a carnival ride, they treat
he or she still treats your jump as it like your first step to becoming a
the thrilling, exhilarating experi- world-renowned jumper.

Going too grey
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As you sit squished among
individuals in full skydiving gear
listening to pumped up club-style
music giving each other hi-fives
and exchanging excited smiles, you
get to see the skydiving for what
it is: a challenging, exhilarating
and passion-filled sport. I could
not have imagined better company
or a more exciting first skydiving
experience.
If you have even the slightest curiosity in skydiving, push yourself
beyond your comfort zone. Instead
of avoiding your fears you should
face them head on. There’s no better day than today to begin taking
advantage of the thrills this world
has to offer. So sign up, strap in, let
your inhibitions go and jump.

Each director is given a room
around the theater to hold their
auditions, and they have their
potential actors do whatever they
desire. Most opt to have the actors read through the script, while
others have them read famous
speeches with different emotions.
One director this year had her actors read the “Gettysburg Address,”
said Sauline.
Once auditions are over, the arduous task of casting begins. “The
directors are in a board room and
are bargaining with people’s lives,”
said Sauline. “This year we were
bartering.”
Campbell characterized it a little
differently. “It was like drafting
rounds,” he said. “It was very
civil. There wasn’t fighting. There
weren’t any arguments. We were
very complimentary of each other,
and everyone got casts that eventually they were happy with.”
The cast are now set and rehearsals are held at the director’s digression. Casts typically only rehearse
two to three times a week.
The eight casts finally unite a
week before opening night for tech
rehearsals. This is when all the
technical aspects such as lighting,
sets and sound, are added. This is
also the first time the transitions
between the shows are rehearsed.
After that, it’s show time.

EMILY HOFERER
Arts & Entertainment Editor

Has anybody noticed lately
that the Thursday night mega-hit
“Grey’s Anatomy” falls short of
delivering its usual witty banter
and creative medical storylines?
Ever since George and Izzie slept
together I have no desire to turn the
TV on to ABC on Thursday nights.
The world at Seattle Grace Hospital
has gone from good, to mediocre,
to bad and now to worse.
Creator Shonda Rhimes is a
brilliant woman. She and her staff
have written, fun, poignant and
heartbreaking episodes that have
captivated an entire country. They
even have American “McLabeling”
things. There is no doubt in my
mind that “Grey’s Anatomy” could
be even better than it was.
The previous two seasons were
excellent; they had funny plots,
great voiceovers by Meredith and
Dr. McDreamy was still mysterious. The sex was steamy and
intriguing; the dialogue was engaging and frequently found itself
onto the away messages of teenage
girls everywhere. Getting to know
the characters was exciting. The
medical stories drew eerie, yet
wonderful parallels to what was
going on in the personal lives of
the doctors.
As the third season began however, I started to get a whiff of the
stench that would soon be emitting
from one of the most-watched
shows on TV. First, there was that
horrible love triangle with Meredith, McDreamy and McVet. None
of us were stupid, we new Meredith
was going to pick McDreamy. But
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Denny, since you left, everything sucks.
they dragged it out for entirely too almost killing Meredith? Not only
long.
was that epsidode trippy and pointThen George was mad at the less, we all knew Meredith would
world, and a cranky emo George is live somehow because the show
not fun. Then Izzie began to stress isn’t called “Yang’s Anatomy.”
me out with the eight million dolI do not find the story line with
lar check on the fridge. The whole Alex and Jane Doe to be intriguing
Bailey doubting herself thing was at all and I don’t think the sudden
depressing — she is the best charac- marriages are beneficial to the
ter on that show when she is in her show. If anything, it has just made
“Nazi” element. But amongst all the once-innocent and good-hearted
the foulness, I still enjoyed the story George a dirty rotten cheater. And
line with Dr. Burke and Christina, why is Sloane still on this show?
as I find Christina to be one of the He needs to leave.
most original characters ever writDespite harboring personal
ten for television.
bitterness against the show, I will
Then, more nonsense began: Ad- probably watch the season finale,
dison started having eyes for Alex, just so I know what to look forward
which is disgusting. Then everyone to next season. But next season
started fighting for chief, which better not be dripping with pathetic
was stupid. While I did enjoy the drama and horrible storylines. If it
episodes with the big boat accident, is, “Grey’s” will definitely be put
I was disturbed by Meredith trying in a black body bag and discarded
to drown herself in a bath tub.
in the “what could have been great
What were they thinking with TV” cemetery.

BY RYAN NEMETH

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
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‘Vacancy’ thrills and fills
BRANDY WILLIAMS
Asst. Arts & Entertainment Editor

The new movie “Vacancy” hit
theatres Friday, April 22 and is
already making waves as one of
the most suspenseful horror films
of the season.
The film begins with the young
married couple, Amy (Kate Beckinsale, “Underworld: Evolution”)
and David Fox (Luke Wilson, “My
Super Ex-Girlfriend”), who are
taking a road trip hoping to spend
a romantic weekend together to
rekindle their failing marriage.
After getting off of the interstate
to take a short cut, David realizes
that he is lost. His snappy wife,
Amy, wakes up groggy from her
sleeping pills just after David
swerved attempting to miss a rac- Luke Wilson and Kate Beckinsale will never stay in hotels again.
coon in time to discover that they
are stranded on a desolate dark morning, trying to ignore the creepy couples being murdered in the same
motel manager and the outdated room that they are in.
road.
rooms. Little
It doesn’t take long for the
The bickdo they know, couple to realize that they are the
ering couple
their night at stars of a soon-to-be real life horror
decides to
the motel will film, when they are terrorized by
walk back to
Starring: Luke Wilsion, Kate
be anything but three creepy masked men trying to
the gas station
Beckinsale
restful.
make them their next victims.
they passed
Rated: R
After their
I particularly enjoyed this movie
earlier, rather
Newswire Official Rating:
boredom gets because it was different from the
than take their
t h e b e s t o f traditional run-of-the-mill horror
chances on
them they dis- film. I was surprised that the characanyone rescuc o v e r s o m e ters did not do every possible stupid
ing them on
h o m e m a d e thing to get themselves caught and
the deserted
videos on top murdered. I found myself cheering
road.
the characters on, because they
They are forced to stay the night of the televison.
The couple is surprised to learn actually had brains.
in the only motel around and atThe director, Nimrod Antal, did a
tempt to get some sleep until the that the videos contain footage of

Vacancy



You’ve heard of Woodstock,
Coachella Festival and Bonnaroo.
But now there is a new festival on
the scene which rivals these three:
Rock for Darfur. Rock for Darfur was held Monday, April 23 on
Xavier’s greenspace stage. It was
a full line up that rivals most of the
summer’s festivals.
The lineup included headliners AM Elevator as well as Xavier
students Mike Vulanich and Jake
Tippy.
Plenty of students came out to
support the cause, the musicians
and of course, to enjoy the free
pizza. Ben Clemons was the first
musician to perform.
He played a nice mix of original songs plus covers of songs by
bands O.A.R and Say Anything. It
was a solid performance that set
the mood for the rest of the evening.
After Clemons finished, Jacob
Hiller and Billy Welty performed
a set that included both original
pieces and cover songs. Hiller,
who helped plan and run the event,
did a fantastic job performing with

Welty, as they both displayed their
guitar skills.
Following Hiller and Welty
was the band that Clemons was
most looking forward to hearing,
Nate & Tippy. Nate & Tippy is a
three man band with Nate & Tippy
manning the guitars and a friend of
theirs playing a hand drum.
Just like the previous bands,
Nate & Tippy did a great job of
keeping the crowd entertained and
into the concert. After hearing
their set, one would have to agree
with Clemons when he said that
they are one of the better Xavier
student bands.
With the sun setting behind
the Gallagher Student Center, the
concert continued on with The
Brian Kirk Band and Landen Falls
performing original music. These
performances led up to the headlining act, local band AM Elevator. The music of AM Elevator
has been featured on MTV’s “The
Real World” and “The Hills,” and
has been heard on XM Radio. The
band lived up to their hype and delivered a rocking performance that
concluded the event.
All of the bands played ex-

Live Wires
Wednesday, April 25
Bullet For My Valentines

@ Bogarts
Saturday, April 28
Time Warp Room
@ Ej Nutter Center

Friday, April 27
Plain White Tees
@ Bogarts
saturday, April 28
G. Love and Special Sauce

@ Bogarts

BRIEFS
Emily Hoferer, Editor
Arts & Entertainment Desk:
745-2878
newswire-diversions@xavier.edu

Main Stage Show
Make sure that you do not miss
the Xavier Player’s Workshop
show at 7:30 p.m. April 26-29
in the GSC Theatre. The shows
are witten, produced, acted, stage
managed and directed by students. Ticket prices are only $3.

Late Night Feast
PHOTO COURTESY ROTTENTOMATOES.COM

great job creating this gripping film
that kept the audience on the edge
of their seats at times and their face
buried behind their hands at others.
The cinematography was excellent:
the audience viewed much of the
hotel scenes from behind the hidden
cameras installed by the disturbed
motel manager.
“Vacancy” is definitely a cut
above the average horror film. The
acting is of a professional caliber
and the plot is pulled off well. The
movie is rated R for brutal violence and terror, brief nudity and
language. If you’re in for a scare,
there is always a “Vacancy”.

Bands rock for Darfur

JEFF MCMURRAY
Feature Editor
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Got the late night munchies?
Well, head over to the GSC at
11 p.m. on Thursday, April 26
in the GSC food court for a late
night feast. Taco Bell, White
Castle and P.R.C. will be on
hand to satisfy your cravings.
This event is free to XU students.

The Breakfast
Club
Gallagher Student Center’s
Classic College Movie series is
presenting the teen movie “The
Breakfats Club.” Take a glimpse
into the days of your parents high
school years and laugh at the
tight leather jackets and big hair
styles. The movie will be shown
at 11 p.m. on Thursday, April 26
in the GSC Theatre and is free.

Dart Tournament
Do you have a mean dart throwing arm? Head over to Ryan’s
Pub in the GSC to enter into the
1st Darts tournament. The Darts
tournament will be held in Ryan’s
Pub at 9 p.m. on Sunday, April
29 There will be great prizes.

An eerie reminder of what the music is all about.
tremely well, which lead to a “fantastic time and atmosphere,” said
Clemons. Both he and the people
who helped run the event were
very pleased with the turnout as
well as with the beautiful weather.
It was a great time that helped raise

PHOTO COURTESY ERIKA BRESEE

awareness for a good cause.
There has been no word yet if
this will become an annual event.
With the turnout, weather and music all being as good as they were,
there is no reason for concerts for
causes to become a tradition.

New Releases
The following discs are due for release on or after April 24...
Jane Monheit Surrender (Concord Records) ... Bebel Gilberto
Momento (Six degrees) ... Patti Smith Twelve (Sony) ... Arctic Monkeys Favourite Worst Nightmare (Warner Brothers)... Mavis Staples
We’ll Never Turn Back (Anti)
...All dates are tentative.

Dorothy Day
House Picnic
Join Campus Ministry and the
Dorothy Day House for their
closing picnic from 4-6 p.m. on
Monday, April 30 at the Dorothy
Day House. There will be great
food and fun as they say goodbye
to the graduating seniors. And of
course it is free!

CALENDAR AND CLASSIFIEDS

12 week of APRIL 25, 2007

WEDNESDAY
April 25
Warning: I woke up this morning
chipper as a bluebird on a glorious
spring day...brace yourself for a column filled with overwhelming enthusiasm for life’s little miracles!
While I am typing these words,
it is absolutely gorgeous weather
outside.
I got out of class a few minutes
early.
Those few minutes allowed for
me to eat lunch when I normally
don’t have time.
I missed the huge rush at Subway
and got my sandwich in no time.
It was delicious.
For the life of me, I can’t think of
a single thing to complain about!
How bizarre!
I don’t even really have anything
to write about in terms of events
today...OK now I’m just starting to
scare myself. Not only do I not have
one tidbit of news to write about in
this column, but there is nothing of
the utmost importance that I feel
the need to exploit in my precious
weekly rant.
What the heck am I supposed to
do with this new-found positive attitude? Am I supposed to sit down and
see the world through rose-colored
glasses for the rest of my days? Am
I supposed to beam positive energy
and light in each one of my classes
from now on? Am I supposed to
spread my abundant enthusiasm
with every person I come in contact
with? Am I supposed to lower my
blood pressure and live a healthier,
more holistic, balanced life filled
with joy? I don’t know how to live
a life without bitterness!
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Calendar City
By Briana Hansen. To place an item in the calendar, mail to hansenb@xavier.edu.

THURSDAY

SATURDAY

April 26

April 28

Without anything to rant about, I
guess I’ll let you know what’s going
on around campus...I guess...
There will be a showing of the
movie “Voces Inocentes” in Albers
103 at 7 p.m. Also at 7 p.m., Dr.
Neal Bemard will be lecturing in
Kelley Auditorium.
Tonight is the first night of
“Workshop,” a student-produced
Xavier Players show that showcases all student-written/directed
pieces. It begins at 7:30 p.m. in
the GSC Theater. It plays through
Sunday.
After “Workshop,” the movie
“The Breakfast Club” plays in the
GSC Theater.
Jet Li turns 44 today.

Back to the big problem I’ve
got this week with my dear campus
buddies. Note, I didn’t say Calendar
Citizens because I know nobody
smart enough to read this paper
would be silly enough to do such
atrocious acts.
What I’m speaking of is the unecessary glaring that constantly goes
on around this campus. Is it really
so hard to have a friendly smile
if you make awkward eye contact
with somebody you may not know
very well?
The next person who glares at
me or anyone else can be sure I will
attack them with ninja-like stealth,
lion-like power, cat-like reflexes and
Britney-like staying power.

FRIDAY
April 27
OK, I can’t take this neutral almost-too-sweet crap anymore.
I’ve got something to say and
I just didn’t know how to put it
kindly, so I put on an act.
That’s right, baby. It was all an
act to make you think I had become
this sweet, little innocent girl who
just wanted to report the news. I
even put my hair in pigtails and had
big doe-eyes while typing Wednesday...Ha! Good one, me!

Life is so much better when
you’re ranting!
Alright, friends. Read closely
because I’m only gonna type this
once.
Well, I guess techincally you can
then read it as many times as you
want after I type it, but it’d be much
more dramatic if you tried pretending I was reading it to you in a really
stern voice and you were paying
really close attention to every word
because it’s like you’re James Bond
in a Bond film and this paper will
self-destruct after you read it and
it knows when you’re done reading
because there’s so much unnecessary
technology involved in the creation
of this paper just to make sure the
information stays top-secret when
really we know this information
isn’t technically top-secret because
it’s a published paper that everyone
can read, re-read, have their parents
read, read to their parents, and share
with their grandparents if they so
choose.
Sorry, we’ve got new copy editors this week at the paper. I wanted
to give them a headache.

SUNDAY
April 29
This is the last day you can see
“Workshop” in the GSC Theater at
7:30 p.m.
If you come just to glare at the
people onstage or other people in
the audience, I will hunt you down
and slay you like a Fairy Tale Princess slays her future husband with
her beauty.
I’m serious. Quit glaring, Xavier.
Quit glaring, America. Quit glaring,
all you measly earth people!

MONDAY
April 30
I’m also sick and tired of chairs
making obnoxious squealing noises
when I sit in them and making me
feel like a Fatty McGoo.
I hate being that kid in class who
has the squeaky chair because I can’t
concentrate.
All I can think about is how
squeaky the chair is and how much
I wish I had a different chair that
wasn’t as squeaky.
Then I can’t help but wonder if it
could be me who’s causing the chair
to squeak.
Am I really so huge that I make
equipment come off its hinges?
A chair squealing is worse than
just breaking something with your
weight. It’s like you’re torturing this
poor, innocent chair that really cries
out in pain every time you move in
it, as if to remind you how much
you’re hurting it.
I’m sorry, chairs, but maybe you
should just be able to handle a woman of my gadunkadonk stature.

TUESDAY
May 1
Go to Kelley Auditorium at 8:30
p.m. to see improvisational comedy.
Also, today is Carl XVI Gustav’s
61st birthday and he is the king of
Sweden and his first name is the
same as my father’s who is of Danish decent so he could be somehow
distantly and diplomatically related
to Gustav which makes me a possible princess and a total badass.
See, you learned something from
Calendar City yet again.
You’re welcome.

Classifieds

For classified orders and information, call Ann Tassone at 513-745-3561 or email her at Newswire-Classifieds@xavier.edu

Help Wanted

Babysitters wanted. Average pay is $10 per
hour. Register free for jobs near campus
Senior Services of Northern Kentucky is
recruiting volunteers to help at the Flying or home. Visit www.student-sitters.com.
Pig Marathon on Friday, May 4 or Sunday,
May 6. Short shifts. Money raised goes Summer day camp located north of Cinto local seniors in need of food. If inter- cinnati is hiring camp counselors and
ested, contact Adam at 859-292-7943. certified lifeguards over the age of 21.
All necessary training provided. Great
Appointment setters needed!
Have hours, excellent pay and a fun summer
fun meeting people and make lots of experience. Call Shay at 513-623-8241.
money! Earn $300 to $1,200 per week
Part-time
preschool
assisfor 15-20 hours canvassing. Highest
tant
needed.
Afternoons
in
pay in the industry! Call 513-735-2725.
Blue Ash and West Chester. Visit
www.kindergar tenschool.
2007 summer opportunity! Professional
com
or
call
513-791-4300.
couple in a Northern Cincinnati suburb is
looking for a fun, dependable, mature person J. Crew in Kenwood Towne Center is now
to help out with two kids for the summer. hiring, confident, high energy and enthusiasHelp needed includes transporting kids to tic people for part-time positions. Minimum
and from various activities and monitoring of 15 hours per week. Must be available for
whereabouts. Ages are 14 and 12. Must two weekend shifts. Apply within at 7875
have your own car and have a good driv- Montgomery Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45236.
ing record. Also, prefer a person who is a Compensation is negotiable. No phone calls.
dog lover since we have an adorable mini
golden-doodle. Hours may vary depend- Females and males needed immediately!
ing on activities but usually about 30 hours Full-time and part-time positions available
per week. The right person will receive for spring and summer landscape work.
very good pay! References will be needed Experience helpful but not necessary. Call
before interview. Call 513-872-3829 or Joe from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. at 513-509-6967.
email Runro1@aol.com with your letter
of interest, work history and references. Interesting and rewarding education assistant opportunity! We are looking for an
Cincinnati Nature Center seeks children’s
education assistant to provide homework
day camp summer staff. For details, visit
and learning support, and some transportawww.cincynature.org/cnc.asp?n=jobstion, to two bright engaging children--a boy,
summer or call 513-831-1711 x127.
age seven, and a girl, age nine. Perfect for
an undergraduate or graduate education
Xavier grad is moving this weekend. Twomajor interested in practical experience
year-old bed with box spring is for sale for
with the latest strategies and technolo$75 or best offer. It’s super comfortable
gies in compensating for dyslexia. We will
but must pick up this weekend. Decent
work with your school needs and provide
couch for $25. Side tables--$5 a piece.
professional references. Approximately
Lamps--$5. TV, DVD players, microwave,
18-20 hours per week in Clifton. Comrug. On Hudson Avenue. Call Bill at 513petitive salary. Call Joan at 513-281-1162.
532-3950 or email hugheswe@xavier.edu.

Two Men and a Truck need summer help.
Hiring drivers and movers that are hardworking and honest. Great pay and bonuses. Must work well on a team. Beat
the rush- apply now! Call 513-245-1900.
Leading national automotive website
looking for part-time and full-time
seasonal account managers. Sales and
computer experience required. Internships and co-op programs welcome.
Call Andrew at 513-381-0100 x2000
or email andrew@swapalease.com.

For Rent
Two, three and four bedroom houses available for this winter, next summer and next
school year. Two blocks from campus, clean,
fully equipped, off-street parking, laundry,
next to other student housing. Call Doug
at 513-616-3798 or email cit545@aol.com.
House for rent at 995 Dana. First time offered to students! Eight bedrooms but large
enough for nine. One is a double bedroom.
Large fenced backyard, back sun deck, covered front porch, gated driveway, washer
and dryer hookup, full basement, dishwasher,
hardwood floors, 3.5 baths. Call 513-2651485 or email ucmanager@murents.com.
3/4 bdrm apartment in Norwood. On
the Xavier Shuttle bus route. Large with
lots of living area. Coin op laundry. 3 person -$900 per month. $100 for each additional renter. Deposit -1 mths rents.
First month free if rented before May
5, 2007. Call Mike @ 513-300-2382.
Enormous five to eight bedroom, three bath
mansion! Renovated in 2005. Huge kitchen,
new bathroom in 2007, off-street/garage
parking, laundry on site. Cookout porch,
huge basement, one block from campus.
$350 per person. All utilities included! 200708 school year. Call Scott at 310-383-1122
or email sbrauer@coldstreamfinancial.com.

Wow! Adorable bright and cheery apartments across from campus, $380. Studios,
$350. Includes heat. Air, carpet, equipped,
laundry. Value! Email cincivegan@juno.com.
Live with all your friends! Awesome
four and five bedrooms with balcony
overlooking yard. Washer and dryer on
premise and free parking included. Easy
walk to class. Call Scott at 513-673-4946.
Cozy three bedroom apartment with
laundry and off-street parking. Secure
building. Call Scott at 513-673-4946.
Spacious two bedroom with front
porch and yard for grillouts. Parking and
laundry. Call Scott at 513-673-4946.
Awesome two bedroom with walk out
balcony overlooking yard. Huge rooms
with closets to spare. On XU shuttle
line. On site washer and dryer, lighted offstreet parking. Call Scott at 513-673-4946.
Huge! Three bedrooms, walk or bike to class
or ride shuttle on rainy days. Parking and
laundry on site. Call Scott at 513-673-4946.
3814 Floral Avenue in safe Norwood!
Available for ‘07-’08 school year. Five bedrooms, two full baths, one half bath, central air, free laundry, new carpet throughout house, wired for Internet in each
bedroom, deck, built–in bar in basement.
$1,400 per month ($350 per person)
plus utilities. Call Matt at 513-288-8602.
Completely renovated 2 BD 1 BA house
near Xavier for rent. New kitchen. Hardwood floors. $750/mo. 513-259-9770
Great investment opportunity! Live rent
free and gain equity! Four unit apartment in Norwood. 100% occupied with
long-term reliable tenants. Well-maintained building. $175k. Marcus and Millichap. Call Robert at 513-241-9002.

For sale - Huge upscale condo 4 blocks from
campus! 3+ bedrooms, 2 full baths, your own
rooftop balcony. Easy maintenance, pets allowed. Within Xavier’s Shuttle Service area.
$155,000. More at comey.com/displaylist.
asw?listnum=1059314. Others available before fall. Josh Wagoner, Comey & Shepherd
City Office. (513) 484-5656 or jwagoner@
comey.com. Equal Housing Opportunity.
Extra large newly renovated three
bedroom apartment. Half
a
mile
from campus.
Features: Full,
very nice kitchen, large, quiet bedrooms, laundry, parking (with garages),
cable
ready, a
magnificent
party facility that must be seen!
(Why mess up your apartment?)
Heat, electric and water are included,
$1,100 per month. Call Tim at 513266-6567 or Ian at 513-253-7368.
One bedroom across from Joseph Hall
and the Fieldhouse. Off-street parking,
on site laundry, central air, dishwasher,
hardwood floors, carpeted bedrooms.
Call Bobbi at 513-709-3708 or 513221-0354 or visit www.kmrentals.com.
Two bedroom across from Joseph Hall and
the Fieldhouse. Off-street parking, on site
laundry, central air, dishwasher, hardwood
floors, carpeted bedrooms. Garages are
still open. Call Bobbi at 513-709-3708 or
513-221-0354 or visit www.kmrentals.com.

Travel
Call STS for the best deals to this year’s top
10 Spring Break destinations! Earn the highest rep commissions! Ask about our group
discounts! Voted best party schedules. Call
1-800-648-4849 or visit www.ststravel.com.

